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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which ts in heaven.—MATTHEW v: 16. 
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IN FLUENCE AND SPHERE OF WOMAN. 


THE following address was delivered by President George Q. Casini at a 
quarterly conference of the Relief Society of Weber Stake, held at Ogden, 
December 17, 1891: Being called upon to speak, I respond, trusting that 
my remarks may be adapted to the conditions and circumstances of all of 
us who are present, that we may be edified. I do not think that any 
Elder in this Church would ever care to rise to speak merely for the sake 
of speaking. That is my feeling. If I cannot say something that will be 
profitable to those who listen, as well as to myself, I am not satisfied. I 
often think that in attending meetings and conferences where the Spirit 
of God is poured out, as it usually is, and I am one of the speakers, I 
derive more benefit myself from what I say than I think any other person 
does. At least, I take to heart all that I am led to say to others. | | 
This is a very important and influential gathering. All who are ac- 
quainted with the operations in society fully recognize the influence of 
woman in human affairs. Her influence is far more potential in all the 
affairs of life than she has the credit generally of exercising. There is no 
man—that is a properly constituted man—that is brought within woman’s 
influence that does not feel its impression to a greater or less extent. And 
though woman does not take part, as a rule, in public affairs, nevertheless, 
where she chooses to exert her influence it is strong in moulding opinions 
and views and in stimulating action among men. 
There are some men more susceptible than others to these influences ; 
but I know of none who are entirely free from woman’s influence—that is, 
who disregard it and live above or below it, whichever term you may 
choose to employ. I have known many of my acquaintances in the past 
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it is frequently the case that men will receive prepossessions and preju- 
dices and their actions be influenced very much by their wives and other 
female members of their families. I have seen it in councils, I have seen 
it in private, and I have seen it in every direction almost where men love 
their wives, and especially where their wives are shrewd women. It is 
surprising sometimes to see the influences wives have upon their husbands’ 
opinions and views concerning public affairs and concerning individuals. 
Therefore, it is of the utmost importance that women —I use that word, 
for I like to call my mother a woman, therefore I trust you will not think 
I am speaking in an improper manner when I say woman—should be prop- 
erly trained and made intelligent ; then they can exercise a wonderful 
influence in society. It should be a healthful influence, and to be such 
they should be themselves brought in contact with, or have furnished 
them, opportunities of obtaining knowledge and understanding and com- 
prehension, so that they will be lifted above petty prejudices. This is of 
great importance, because, as I say, women have wonderful influence over 
the minds of others with whom they come in contact. 

You often find it the case that boys reflect the views of their mothers ; z 
and husbands also, to a great extent, reflect the views of their wives. Let 
a woman be prejudiced against or be prepossessed in favor of some meas- 
ure or a man outside of her family, and in a great majority of cases that 
prejudice or prepossession will affect all the male members of the house- 
hold. Her husband and children will feel the influence; and however 
strong they are, and independent in their modes of thought and action, 
they will feel the effect of it. Politicians are aware of this, and therefore 
shrewd men try to get the women—the wives of senators and members of 
the House of Representatives—to view things i in what they would call the 
right light. They know how potent woman’s influence i is in shaping men’s 
though® and actions. 

And it is so in the Church. There is no man in the Church, from the 
President down, who is not influenced, more or less, in this way. There- 
fore, it is of the utmost importance, I think, that you, my sisters, shoul 
have the best and brightest of opportunities to obtain intelligence an 
knowledge and to grasp those questions that are brought before men and 
women for their thought and action. I would like to see every woman as 
fully informed upon all questions that come before us as a people as it is 
possible for them to be, because I think the effect of this would be very 
good and the influence felt. 

There is a peculiarity about women that I think is remarkable. Their 
intuition exceeds, as a rule, that of a man. They are better judges of 
character than men are. A man arrives at his conclusions usually by a 
slower process than women do. He is more apt to reason, and work out 
his conclusions by reason, than women are. But the first impression of 
women concerning an individual is generally, though not always, correct, 
They are wonderfully quick in receiving impressions, and in giving them, 
because, as a sex, they do not conceal their thoughts and feelings. And I 
think men would save themselves trouble sometimes if they would listen 


to their wives in these respects. | Is ought to be ssid, however, chet 
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after. the first i * moves away women are subject to other in- 
fluences. 
I speak in this way because our daughters, mothers and wives should 
have the fullest opportunities of gaining knowledge; and I am thankful 
for the organization of these societies, because I think they broaden 
woman’s sphere of action, and bring her in contact with all the affairs of 
life to a greater extent than she could possibly be were she to confine her- 
self wholly to her household duties. I am sure the effect isa good one. I 
would like to see every sister enjoy and use the fullest and freest oppor- 
tunity for the exercise of the powers and gifts she possesses. A great deal 
of unhappiness and melancholy can be banished from households and in- 
dividuals by furnishing them such opportunities as are furnished in these 
societies, because there is room for action, and no person can be a happy 
person who has not some labor to perform ; and the higher the labor is— 
that is labor that is beneficial to others—the greater is the good to those 
who perform it. It gladdens people to have an opportunity of doing some 
good, and to feel that they are not living without an object in life ; and 
the higher the purpose is, the more happiness the labor to accomplish it 
brings. 
Now, there is one thing that perhaps all have noticed—that where 
women are confined to household duties and the labors connected there- 
with, it becomes a species of drudgery, and it is one continual round from 
morning until night, and from the beginning to the end of the week. If a 
‘woman marries and has children, and they and her household duties are 
her sole care and occupation, she is apt to lose that taste for studies and 
the keeping up of her accomplishments which she had before she was 
married. I have deplored this. Of course it is inevitable in some cases 
and for some portions of women’s lives or until their children grow up, 
because we are not all in circumstances to relieve ourselves from that 
kind of labor. But I have rejoiced in the organization of these societies, 
because they furnish opportunities that cannot be found outside of them. 
The sisters in these societies have their minds taken from the daily care 
that oppresses them. It would be a very monotonous life for women to 
lead to be compelled to confine themselves entirely to household affairs 
without any relief. Men are differently situated. They put on their hats 
and leave their houses and mingle with their fellows ; and no matter how 
laborious their occupation may be, there is some diversion to it. But not 
so always with the wife. She is confined to the house and to those daily 
cares, and therefore anything that brings such opportunities for change 
as these Relief Societies furnish ought to be hailed as a blessing. And I 
do rejoice in these opportunities of relief from the cares afforded by these 
societies to those who attend the meetings occasionally, even if they do 
not engage in the active duties of the societies, 

An English writer, speaking of the causes of the decadence of Athens, 
144 made certain statements concerning the Greeks when Athens was in 
its glory, that made a deep impression upon my mind. He said that the 
Athenians of the golden age, as it might be termed, were as much ahead 
of 6 as the latter is ahead of the negro; 
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Now I do not believe the statement he made to its full extent. But he 
cited a number of the names of eminent men among the Greeks, and made 
a comparison between them and eminent moderns, and he awarded the 
superiority to the Athenians. According to his showing he made it plain 
that they were far ahead of the present ordinary civilized man, either 
English or American. This writer endeavored to account for the 
superiority of the men of Athens in that age by stating that the best 
and choicest and most energetic people from the surrounding countries 
had gone to that state, and the result had been that a superior race of 
people had been developed. The decay of that great race was due, in this 
writer's opinion, to the fact that the married women who bore the 
children were kept in seclusion, and were ignorant and deemed unfit com- 
panions for men in public. They had no opportunities of mingling in 
public affairs, nor of hearing much, if anything, about those questions 
which occupied the attention of the men and that agitated the republic. 
They knew nothing of public questions or outside affairs. The children 
of such mothers became inferior in intelligence and intellectual power. | 

Another factor contributed also to the decay of that people. Brilliant 
women, women who were not content to live obscure or domestie lives 
and who saw that by becoming courtezans they could appear in public and 
take part in public affairs, and have the society of philosophers and promi- 
nent men, chose that life. That class became very numerous. The most 
eminent philosophers became their companions. Of course that class bore 
no children, and as the women of the greatest talent adopted that kind of 
life, the bearing of children was left in too many instances to ignorant and 
inferior women. Hence, the decay of the Athenian people, as this writer 
asserts. It is probable there is some truth in these statements. There- 
fore, every man who desires our people to progress and become a great 
people must take satisfaction in seeing the women of our community fur- 
nished advantages and opportunities to obtain understanding concerning 
everything that affects us in all our relations, so that they can talk to 
their children respecting all the affairs of life, and not waite them to soit 
up in ignorance. 

Mothers’ teachings and influence do have an effect upon 


Take a mother who is thoroughly familiar with the principles of the 


Gospel and is a good, faithful Latter-day Saint, and who talks about those 
principles, and notice her children—they grow up full of a faith which 
children of others who do not take the same pains and have not the same 
turn do not have. Now I know this is within the range of our observa- 
tion, and there is scarcely an exception. Where a woman who is a Latter- 
day Saint talks about the principles of the Gospel to her children they 
take an interest in it, and are influenced by it more than whe children of 
others are who do not teach them in that manner. 

‘I know it is so in my case. My mother was u woman of great faith and 
an ardent Latter-day Saint: and the impressions made upon my mind by 
her have influenced my life. She gave me lessons that I have never for- 


_ gotten, and they have had a wonderful effect upon my entire career, 


prompting me and stimulating me for good. I am sure it is the ce in 
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every family. The effect of woman’s influence cannot be over-estimated ; 
and on this account I am glad to say these organizations have furnished 
you with opportunities that you would not have under other circum- 
standes. And every one that has talents has the opportunity of exer- 
cising and cultivating them in our meetings and associations. This will 


bring forward the talent that exists among you, and I am sure it will 


have a beneficial effect upon the whole community, and grow and i increase 
as the years roll by. 

I am very sorry that President Woodruff could not be with you this 
morning. He on two occasions expressed his regret that he could not be 
present. A slight attack of sickness rendered it imprudent for him to 
come. He charged me to bear his kind regards to Sister Richards and the 
sisters present, and to say to them, God bless them in their labors. © 

I hope these Relief Society conferences will be continued. They ought 
to be held every three months. Such occasions as these should not be neg- 
lected, and they should not pass without being improved. I am sure you 
must have felt interested in the meetings which have been held. These 

gatherings will do good to all who share in them. The young women and 
the girls should attend them, and be profited by the instructions that are 
given. They will be profitable to them. May God bless you. Amen. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 
SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


Mrrorxs of Scottish Conference held at 89 Ingram Street, Glasgow, Sunday, 
February 7, 1892. There were present: Elders James H. Anderson and 
Joseph A. Young, from the Liverpool office; Elder George Osmond, Presi- 
dent of, and Joseph C. Sharp, James H. Cook, James J. W. Duncan, O. F. 
Colvin, Theodore Farley, George M. Smith, Robert McLaws, Aaron Gay, 
Ezra W. Robertson, Charles A. Evans, James W. Gatherum, Andrew 
Easton, Robert S. Watson, James H. Clarke and Joseph H. Richards, Trav- 
eling Elders in the Scottish Conference. Elder James S. Anderson was 
absent, circumstances in his field of labor requiring his presence there. 
10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Easton. Singing. 
President George Osmond expressed his thankfulness at being able to 
again meet with the Saints in conference, and for the general good health 
and the blessings which the Elders and Saints enjoyed. There was also 
among the members of the Church in Scotland a spiritual healthfulness 
and activity that was very gratifying. The feeling was to forsake the 
ways of Babylon and to advance in obedience to the word and will of the 
Lord. Brother Osmond exhorted the Saints to continue in diligence, and 
prayed. that they would be refreshed and encouraged by this conference, 
and thus be strengthened for the performance of their varied duties. 
Elder Clarke said it was the duty of those who had taken upon them the 
name of the Lord to so live that the Holy Ghost should abide with them 
and lead them into all truth. This was a special blessing conferred upon 
members of the Church of Christ, who, if they did the Father's will, had 
to teach them heavenly things and ppable them to walk 
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in the way of life. Mankind have their agency, and upon its exercise de- 
pends their salvation or condemnation. If they choose evil, their reward 
will be condemnation ; if they choose to keep the commandments of God, 
His grace will be sufficient to their salvation. This is the rule inculcated 
by the teachings of the Savior. It is not those who say “Lord, Lord,” 
but those who do the will of the Father, who shall enter His kingdom. 

Elder Richards said that those who kept the laws of God would receive 
encouragement and strength to overcome the world and be partakers of 
the heavenly reward. 

The general authorities of the Church, of the European Mission, and of 
the Scottish Conference were sustained by unanimous vote of the Saints. 

President Osmond read the conference report for the past year. There 
are in the conference 243 officers and members ; 64,200 tracts have been 
distributed, 185 Church books disposed of, 78 outdoor and 764 indoor 
meetings held, and 16 new members baptized. / 

Elder Sharp said the Latter-day Saints received their testimony of 
the truth through direct communication from heaven. The Latter- 
day Saints preached the Gospel of Jesus, calling upon the people to have 
faith in God, to repent of their sins and to receive the baptism of the 
water and of the Holy Spirit in the way the Lord has appointed, prom- 
ising that the Lord will confirm by His power the word in those who re- 
ceive these principles. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Joseph A. Young. 

2 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Cook. Singing. The “an 
was administered by Elders Sharp and Colvin. 

Elder Young said the Lord had promised salvation upon certain condi- 
tions, and those who were wise in seeking to be saved would ascertain to 
a certainty what those conditions are. The world have perfect freedom 
of choice in this matter. They may choose to follow the Lord, and He 
will call, persuade and direct aright, but will not force people to believe on 
Him. He revealed His will in ancient times to His Church, and does so in 
every age when He has a Church upon earth. Those who reject the prin- 
ciple of revelation reject God’s law and deny His word. It is N this 
principle that He guides, direots and builds His Church. b 

Elder Anderson said that the Latter-day Saints, in obeying the Gospel 
of Christ and disregarding the traditions and commandments of men, had 
elected to rely upon the salvation wrought out by the Redeemer, and not 
upon any plan devised by men. Those who were content with what 
man-made systems could bring them were welcome thereto, but those who 
sought salvation from the Lord would do it in the way He revealed. That 
was by obeying the Gospel of the kingdom taught by the Lord Jesus and 
His Apostles and Prophets. Its principles began with faith manifested 
by good works, then repentance, and next baptism. This was the begin- 
ning of the Gospel of the kingdom. Those who obey these principles and 
receive the baptism of water and of the Spirit, administered by those 
having divine authority, are in the way of life. The speaker dwelt at 
some length on these principles, showing that they were the doctrines of 
Christ, whose Gospel has been restored to earth. It is derisively called 
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" Mormonism,” but is the power of God unto salvation, revealed in the 
present dispensation preparatory to the second coming of the Lord. 2, 

Singing. Benediction by President Osmond. | 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Colvin. Singing. 

Elder Cook said the plan of the Almighty for the redemption of His 
children was offered to men when the Lord Jesus came in the flesh. He 
taught principles to which conformity was required if men would reap a 
benefit from those principles. By sending an angel from heaven He had 
restored the same plan of salvation—the everlasting Gospel—to earth in 
this age for the consideration of men. There is no change in the doctrines 
and ‘ordinances, or in the power and blessings that accompany them. 
Those who teach any other doctrines are under condemnation, and those 
who receive them are partakers of the evil. The speaker exhorted the 
people to search the Scriptures, and to seek to the Lord to know the right 
and for courage to do it. 

Elder Anderson spoke upon the universal nature of the atonement so far 
as the original transgression was concerned, and of the special salvation 
wrought out for those who accepted the word of the Lord ; of baptism for 
the living and the dead, and of the principle of revelation and the organiza- 
tion of the Church of Christ. He also pointed out the fact that the Book 
of Mormon, which is a record of the ancient inhabitants of America, is in 
perfect harmony with the Bible in every point of doctrine ; there is not 
the slightest variance or conflict. He exhorted the people to seek to know 
the truth and abide therein. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Farley. 

The meetings of the conference were well attended, and the Saints en- 
joyed a rich outpouring of the Holy Spirit. | 

Priesthood meetings were held on Saturday evening and Monday morn- 
ing, at which . were made and good counsel given to those engaged 
in the ministry. DonaLD Nos te, Clerk. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


declared that scarcity prevails. | 
- Yellow fever is still raging in Brazil. During the first week in February there were 
150 deaths per day in the port of Santos. 

Four Anarchists were executed in Xeres, Spain, on February 10, for being engaged in 
an attempt to pillage the town a few weeks ago. 

One hundred passengers on an Oregon Short Line railway train, on February 10, had a 
thrilling experience and narrow escape near Tacoma, State of Washington, U.S.A. The 
locomotive engineer became mad, threw the fireman off the engine, and for a distance of 
forty-five miles drove the train at a rate of one hundred miles per hour. The terrified 
passengers were unable to hold themselves in their seats. The conductor and a brakeman 
succeeded in crawling up behind the madman, and felled him with a heavy blow. The 

train was then brought to a standstill and assistance sent for. During the rapid run the 
train was fairly flying along the track, and it seemed as if it was not possible for it to keep 
the rails. ̃ 
fright. 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1892. 


RELIEF SOCIETY JUBILEE. 


Ox the 17th of March, 1842, the Relief Society was first organized among 
the sisters in Israel in this dispensation, by the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
according to the word of the Lord; at the present time there are hun- 
dreds of branches of the Society extending throughout the Church. The 
organization embraces the wives and mothers, sisters and daughters who 
are numbered with the Church of Christ, and its purpose is to engage and 
direct them in that work of love and devotion to which nature has en 
the gentler sex. 

One branch of the labor that rests upon the Society is the duty of ad- 
ing the poor and needy, nursing the sick, comforting the afflicted, blessing 
the widow and the orphan, and bringing good cheer to those overtaken by 

feelings of sadness and gloom. In this direction the Society has borne an 
important share of the practical duties enjoined by the Gospel, and the 
tenderness, heroism and devotion exhibited by its members have not 
been surpassed by the women of any age. Mansion and cottage, youth 
and age, alike have been blessed by the welcome presence and loving 
deeds of these angels of mercy, whenever the advent of sickness, or 
suffering, or destitution, has placed others in need of their gentle, . 
ful care. 

The Society is not, however, confined to this one field. ‘Through it is 
reached every feature of woman’s development, whether physical, intel- 
lectual or spiritual. Withiff its scope is the task of training the youth of 
Israel to meet the responsibilities of life as true followers of Christ the 
Lord ; of preparing those who are passing from childhood’s estate for the 
higher duties before them, both in the domestic circle and whatever of 
public life may be their lot ; of qualifying wives and mothers more per- 
fectly for the discharge of obligations which rest upon them; and of 
uniting the influence of all for the good of their fellow beings, and the 
establishing of the kingdom of God on the earth. 

Now that nearly half a century has elapsed since the date of organiza- 
tion, a suggestion that the Society celebrate its Jubilee has been adopted, 
and in accordance therewith its ann 
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OF mme. 

Jo the Sisters of the Relief Society throughout the world, we unitedly 
It will be fifty years on Thursday, March 17, 1892, ag ry Smith 
the Prophet organized the Relief iety, in Nauvoo, Illinois, y divine 


on. : 
Sister Emma Smith was elected president and Sister Elizabeth Ann 
Whitney and Sister Sarah M. Cleveland, counselors; Sister Eliza R. 
Snow was appointed secretary, Sister Phebe M. Wheeler assistant secre- 
tary, and Sister Elvira A. Cole treasurer ; after which the ceremony of 
ord 2 was ormed, and President J oseph Smith declared the 

0 
This most momentous event for woman causes us to view with 
wonder the past, with gratitude the present, and with faith the future ; 
therefore it seems fitting in this our Jubilee year, at the close of half a 
century, that the branches of this Society, in all lands, should unite in 
celebrating this grand anniversary by meeting together in joyful, yet 
solemn assembly, that this great gathering may mark an important period 
in the history of this organization for woman. 

_ First—The president and counselors of each branch of the Relief 
os are requested to notify all members of the celebration of the 

ubilee. | 

Second—Let the presiding authorities in each locality or ward be con- 
sulted, and a cordial invitation extended to them. 

Third—Let committees be appointed to assist in making preparations 
for the day, and to invite those who are to participate in the celebration, 
that none may be neglected or forgotten. | 

Fourth—That all meet promply at ten o’clock in the morning, rendering 
such exercises as shall be suitable to this important occasion, includi 
a brief sketch of the history of the Relief Society to be pre and 

by some one selected for the purpose. 
. Fifth—At 12 o’clock m. (high noon) let all join in a universal prayer of 
praise and thanksgiving to God ; after which, let each branch arrange an 
entertainment according to their circumstances, that it may be a time of 


rejoicing never to be forgotten. | 


JaNE S. RIcHARDS, 
BarusHesa W. Surrn, Counselors. 


There are few branches of the Relief Society in the European Mission, 
owing to conditions with which the people are familiar; the majority of 
those who have received the Gospel here have the privilege of observing 
the Jubilee with the body of the Church. Where organizations do exist 

here, and in branches of the Church where no society has been formed, 

the sisters can act under the-direction of the conference authorities, and, 
as far as circumstances will permit, unite in following the suggestions for 
the observance of the Relief Society Jubilee. In doing so, may the bless 
ings of the Lord attend them, and may His Spirit continue to inspire the 
members of the Relief Society, and to direct its efforts to the full accom- 
plishment of its mission of love. J. H. A. 


5 ELDER GEORGE Rxrxol bs, 1 515 extensive labors in the field of litera- 
ture connected with the Book of Mormon are well known to the Latter- 
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“Story of the Book of Mormon” is a carefully written, and deeply inter- 
esting volume, and his new book, A Dictionary of the Book of Mormon,” 
is an important contribution to Church literature. It comprises all the 
biographical and geographical, as well as all other proper names, in the 
history ta which it refers; and accompanying each is much valuable in- 
formation in a comprehensive form. As an aid to the student of the the- 
ology and history of the ancient inhabitants of America, it will prove of 
inestimable benefit. 


THE growth of Roman Catholicism in England of late years has been 
so great that the Pope, according to a recent announcement from Catholic 
circles, intends to divide England into two provinces, and appoint an 
archbishop for each, one with the title of Primate of All England and the 
other with that of Primate of England. There is a strong current of re- 
ligious feeling in the British Isles that is steadily tending toward the 
church of Rome, and gives the Papacy great hopes that not many years 
will pass before England will again be numbered with Catholic countries. 
However, the future will never behold the mother church exercising the 
absolute sway which the past has witnessed, though she may greatly ex- 
tend her dominion and develop a remarkable tenacity of life before the 
complete overthrow of herself and daughters at the downfall of Mystery 


Babylon. 


A visitor to Hyrum, in Northern Utah, says that when he was in that 
town on January 24th last he had a desire to find out how the Latter- 
day Saints spent the time on the Lord's day. He gives the following as 
the result of his investigations: In the church was found the interme- 
diate class of the Sunday School. There was a large attendance of both 
teachers and pupils. In the primary department were about one hundred 
bright little boys and girls whose lovely faces showed that the teachers 
work among them was one of love and devotion. On entering another large 
room I found the grandfathers of the community holding a High Priests’ 
meeting. On going upstairs I saw one of the most beautiful sights of my 
life, about one hundred and twenty young men and women studying the 
Holy Scriptures. All had their Bibles open and the subject under con- 
sideration was repentance. The familiarity with which they quoted pas- 
sage after passage, showed that this class in theology would be hard to 
excel. These young people were well dressed, and the bloom of health in 
all their faces was something lovely to look upon. There was also on this 
beautiful Sabbath morning a large congregation holding a meeting in the 
Scandinavian language. During the afternoon and evening the church 
was well filled with attentive people.” 


A QUESTION having been raised with regard to sake el of mission- 
aries in Great Britain, it is deemed proper to state that all who are re- 
lieved from duty in the mission field are “honorably released,” unless a 
direct statement to the contrary is made. The term is usually applied in 
cases where the Elders have been able to remain at their post until. in- 
formed by the President of the Mission that they were at liberty to return 
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home, though the rule is not absolute. Sometimes the circumstances of 
the missionaries, such as their ill health, sickness in their families, or 
other causes, have led to their being relieved from duty in this part of the 
vineyard earlier than would have been the case had the conditions been 
different; and this fact has been published. For instance, a President of 
a Conference was recently “released because of sickness in his family; his 
was an honorable release, though, for the reason given, it was forwarded to 
him a few weeks earlier than it otherwise would have been. In all such 
cases, when the President of the Mission ascertains that a missionary is 
affected by circumstances which he cannot control or change, to the ex- 
tent that his presence is required elsewhere more than in the field, an 
honorable release is given. If an instance should occur where a mission- 
ary is relieved for cause, or at his own request, the fact will be made 
sufficiently plain. We hope that this will settle all questions as to any 
particular form of announcement of release, and trust there will be no ad- 
verse criticism of those who are rendered unable, by conditions which are 
no fault of theirs, to remain in the field. When an Elder is released by the 
presiding authority, that terminates his mission here, for the time being 
at least, whether he has been laboring in the field one month wie 
years. 


‘Lumps CoxrerEnce.—The Leeds Conference will be held on Sunday, 
March 6, at Room No. 8, Forester’s Hall, Charlotte Street, Hull. Meetings 
will commence at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. All are invited. 


Nong ConFERENCE.—The Norwich Conference will be held on Sun- 
day, March 20, at the Latter-day Saints’ Chapel, Chapel Street, Lowestoft. 
Meetings will commence at 10:30 a. m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. All are in- 
vited. 


AnRIVAILIS.— Among the passengers on the Guion s. s. Wisconsin which 
arrived in Liverpool, February 14, were the following Elders for the 
British Mission: Walter W. Williams and Alfred J. Oliver, of Salt Lake 
City; George D. Snell, Jr., of Spanish Fork, Utah; and John H. Evans, 
of Eagle Rock, Idaho. Elder M. W. Dalton, of Willard City, who is on 
genealogical business, was with the party. All were in excellent health 
and spirits. 


RELEasE AND Joseph 8. is released from 
his labors as Traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference, and i is appointed 
to labor as Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference. 
Elder George D. Snell, Jr., is nn to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Liverpool Conference. 
Elder Walter W. Williams is appointed to — as . Elder in 
the Newcastle Conference. 
Elder John H. Evans is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Manchester Conference. 
Elder Alfred J. Oliver is appointed to labor as pia in the 
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AMONG THE “MORMONS.” 


Brier mention was made in the Srak a short time since of a visit of the 
members of the Press Association of the eastern part of the United States 
to Salt Lake City in January last. The editors have been sending to their 
respective journals an account of their experiences and impressions, the 
following, from the pen of Editor Frank Raymond, of the Reading, Penn- 
sylvania, Herald, being a sample of the articles: On the morning of the 
12th, when we woke up and went to breakfast, we found ourselves in the 
great Utah Valley. It had seemed as though we would never get out of 
Colorado, but we were out of it at last. When we did get out of it we 
were better able than before to realize what we had so often heard before, 
that it was larger than New York and Pennsylvania combined. When we 
got into the Utah Valley we were in the land of the Mormons,” and a 
beautiful land it was, most pleasing and gladdening to the eyes, though it 
was deeply covered with snow. The valley, which is from ten to fifty 
miles wide, is as level as a parlor floor, walled in by lofty mountains. All 
around as we looked from the windows were such evidences of wealth, 
thrift and prosperity as we had seen nowhere else in the West ; comfort- 
able houses, surrounded by orchards and gardens ; big barns well filled, 
and every sign of a prosperous, happy people. It was a sight that the eye 
did not seem to tire of, and everybody marvelled at the good sense of the 
‘“‘ Mormons” in choosing such a land for their dwelling-place. For several 
hours we bowled along the floor of this beautiful valley, until 11 o'clock, 
when our magnificent Wagner special rolled into Salt Lake, the marvelous 
city of the Latter-day Saints, of which I will talk hereafter. — 

I want to say that in my humble judgment there cannot be trotted out 
a railroad ride in the world that equals that between Denver and Salt 
Lake City over the Denver and Rio Grande and the Rio Grande and 


Western, and when in addition you are enabled to make it with all the 


comforts that can be supplied in those modern traveling palaces—the 
Wagner cars, with the best possible opportunities of observation—it is 
the event of a lifetime, and I want to say, too, to all people who have 
never traveled west, that Salt Lake City and Mormondom generally 
will fill them with the most delightful surprises, producing impressions 
that will ever be recalled with pleasure. 

You are struck everywhere with the an and sagacity of 
Brigham Young. He may not have been a Prophet, nor have received 


revelations from God, but he knew how to found and build up a com- 


munity that will always make him one of the noted men in the history of 
this country. There are no more prosperous people to-day under the sun 
than his followers. Whatever may be thought of his religion, as a long- 
headed business man, as a manager of men, in his ability to look into the 
future and to lay and carry out comprehensive plans on broad founds- 
tions, he has few equals in the world’s history. , 

Our reception at Salt Lake City was a most generous and toepitahle one. 


A large committee of the press, the chamber of commerce and leading 


business men took us in charge. We were driven in sleighs and carriages 
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from the railroad station to the magnificent Hotel Knutsford, one of the 
finest in the West, and after a half hour’s rest were taken in 

and driven to all the points of interest in the city, including the famous 
“ Mormon” Temple and Tabernacle. Coming back to the hotel, luncheon 
was taken, when there was an eighteen-mile excursion on a special train 
to the shores of the Great Salt Lake, and later in the evening an excur- 
sion to the newly-discovered gas wells—eight miles from the city—where 

a well, blowing at a pressure of 150 pounds, was lit for our benefit, pro- 
ducing a grand and beautiful sight. This discovery of natural gas, if it 
should be followed by further development of the Territory, will give a 
marvelous impetus to Salt Lake City and the Territory. 

: Rushing back from the gas wells we were taken immediately to the 
“Mormon” Tabernacle, where a special concert was gotten up in our 
honor. Ranging up on each side of the great organ, which is the second 
largest in the world, was a choir of 600 voices. I can imagine nothing 
more impressive in the way of a musical performance than was this. In 
this gigantic building, shaped like an egg, capable of seating 10,000 per- 
sons, and with acoustic properties so perfect that you can hear a pin 
drop, or a whisper from one end of it to another, to hear such a marvelous 
choir, to the accompaniment of the great organ, played by one of the 
world’s experts, created an impression never to be effaced. It was one of 
the greatest treats of a trip that was full of wonders. It is said that 
there is not a better choir in the world than the one that sings in this 
temple, and from the. quality of the solos that were rendered we could 
well believe the statement that is made, that in Salt Lake City there is as 
bigh an order of musical talent as in any city of the country. 

At the close of the concert our party were’tendered a banquet — the 
citizens. of Salt Lake, at the Hotel Knutsford. We were welcomed to the 
Territory by Governor Thomas, and speeches were made by the president 
of the chamber of commerce, by Judge Goodwin, editor of the Salt Lake 
Tribune, ex-Congressman Cannon, a leading Elder of the “Mormon” 
Church, and other distinguished citizens. Judge Powers, of the United 
States court, presided at the banquet. ‘The reception committee was com- 


posed of both “ Mormons” and Gentiles, and all united in eng 1 


hearty welcome and extolling the greatness of the Territory. 

In the speeches frequent reference was made to the Mormon ” ques- 
tion) and to the admission of the Territory as a State. Judging from the 
applause, there seemed to be a disposition among the business men for 
peace between the “Mormons” and the Gentiles, while the project of 
making Utah a State seemed to be universally popular. Several references 
were made to the silver question, and amid the deafening applause that 
followed, I learned for the first time of the intense mne in that 
region in favor of the free coinage of silver. ie 

It is ‘almost: impossible. to convey in words the delightful impression 
whieh the city of Salt Lake produces upon the stranger. All of its ordinary 
streets are 132 feet wide, and its blocks are 660. feet long. One or two of 
tho streets are about 200 feet wide, and several of them extend out on the 


plains tan, twelve and fourteen miles, straight as an arrow. The city has 
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many handsome business structures, and is full of handsome, comfortable 
homes. Of course, the most interesting features of the city are those 
connected with the institution of Mormondom. 

_A partial description has already been given of the Tabarmacle.; It hes 
long been one of the noted buildings of the world. It was until recently 
the only building in the world having so large an unsupported roof. The 
design is entirely original, and its adaptation to its purpose is perfect. 
And yet this building was designed and built years and years ago, when 
Utah was almost as inaccessible to the outside world.as the heart of Africa. 
Brigham Young was the planner and designer of this building, as well as 
of the new Temple, the building of which was begun in 1853, and which 
will not be completed for several years yet. When this building was first 
begun it was necessary to drag the mammoth blocks of granite which 
compose its foundation with oxen twenty miles from the quarries in the 
mountains. When completed it will have an auditorium that. will seat 
15,000 people, and will be one of the noted religious edifices of the world. 

The agricultural resources of the great valleys of Utah are limited only 
by the amount of water that can be drawn from the everlasting hills. It 
is a lovely and beautiful land, abounding in every good thing, and it is 
little wonder that the devout “ Mormons,” when they came and settled 
there, believed that they had found a second Canaan, that bore out the 
description of the original land of promise as given in the Bible. Who- 
ever travels in the great West should see Salt Lake City and Utah. The 
memory of it will be a joy and pleasure to him all the days of his life. 

The entertainment of the citizens of Salt Lake was so profuse that we 
did not get away from their city until half-past one in the morning, when 
we started by way of the’ Southern Pacific Railroad for our last and 
longest run of 890 miles to San Francisco and the Golden Gate. 


DEATH OF SISTER PRE SEN DIA L. KIMBALL. 


Wrru the demise of Sister Presendia L. Kimball, which occurred at Salt 
Lake City on February 1, passed away one of the most notable women 
among the Latter-day Saints —one who was as deeply loved as she was 
widely known. She was born at Watertown, New York, September 7, 
1810, and was a direct descendant of Simon Huntington, one of the Puri- 


tan emigrants who sailed from England for America in 1633. She joined 


the Church in 1836, and united with the Saints in Missouri, where. she 
shared the privations endured during those scenes of awful persecution 
which were enacted by Missouri mobs in their assaults — the l. 
day Saints. 

After the martyrdom of the Prophet and Detwinteh f in N auvoo, ine — 
came the wife of Apostle Heber C. Kimball; and upon the Saints being 
driven from Nauvoo, she went forth with — One night she slept 
in a ravine, with her sick child, having taken refuge from the merciless 
mob. Her experiences make a record of trial, exposure and suffering that 


would fill volumes. She reached Salt Lake Valley in 1848, and has resided 
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there ever since. Her youngest child, Joseph Smith Kimball, is now 
Bishop of Meadowville, Utah. Her funeral took place from the Assembly 
Hall, Salt Lake City, on February 3. | 

In a notice of her death the Deseret News says: Sister Presendia’s 
_ labors here in Utah have been in the House of the Lord and in the ordi- 
nances pertaining thereto, especially in administering to the sick and 
afflicted. Hundreds have asked for her presence and her name has been 
almost like that sweet name mother. Looking upon her life, one cannot 
help saying, What a noble and heroic example for the daughters of Zion to 
follow. She has lived more than fourscore years, and all that time has 
been passed in active service and more than half a century of it in the 
Church of which she was one of the most devoted members ; faithful and 
true, fearless and independent in carrying out the principles of the faith 
she had embraced. A glorious life and a triumphant death.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


The Uiah sugar factory forthe ext product from shee thousand sors 
for use this year. ) 

John M. Young, the late marshal of Salt Lake City, has left the liberal party and 
joined the democrats. | 

O. K. Dallin, the sculptor, has completed models for busts of Presidents Wilford Wood. 
ruff and Joseph F. Smith. 3 

The republicans of Provo have nominated Reed Smoot as their candidate for mayor at 
the municipal election this year. | 

Governor Thomas vetoed the election bill passed by the Utah legislature. He could 
not withstand the influence of the liberal party. 

On February 1 Elders Benjamin Goddard, of Salt Lake City, James E. Fisher, of 

Meadow, Edward J. Palmer, Fork, left 
on missions to New Zealand. 

The expense of the recent inquiry by the master in chancery; 
done with the Church property seized by the government, was $649.77. Of this $450 was 
for the master’s compensation. The whole amount was paid out of the property seized. 

The annual gathering of the old folks of American Fork took place on January J, at 
the opera house, where an interesting programme, which included a sumptuous dinner, was 
carried out. There were present 185 guests, varying from sixty-five to eighty-five years 
of age. 

The democratic and republican parties each placed municipal tickets in the field for Salt 
Lake City. The democratic nominees were: H. C. Lett for mayor, R. P. Morris for ro- 
corder, J. B. Walden for treasurer, George W. Snow for assessor and collector, and G. A, 
Mo Lean for marshal. The republican candidates were: Heber M. Wells for mayor, A. 
Hanauer, Jr., for recorder, Ernest Eldredge for treasurer, Frank D. Kimball for assessor 
and collector, and Beman Cannon for marshal. 

On January 15 Elder Daniel Allen died at Escalante, Garfield County, at the age of 
eighty-seven years. His wife preceded him to the spirit world twelve days. Brother 
Allen tanned the first leather in Utah, in 1849. He started several tanneries in the Ter- 
ritory, at the various places to which he was.called on missions. Elder George C. Riser, 
who started the first boot and shoe shopin Utah, in October, 1847, died at Salt Lake City 
on January 24. He was one of the carly missionaries to Germany, being among those 
who were imprisoned for preaching the Gospel in thet land. 
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